'Nationalism is an infant!!? dis«as?. 

It is til© measles of manVInd.' 
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there any gro^inds for be- 

tte\7 4 European Econo- 

\Goimnunity (EEC or Common 
rket) or some such organisation ' 
u5. coDtained the seeds from 
a united, a socialist Europe 
a Europe which by its 
pic and its economic structure 
id succeed in eliminating the 
tnents indusny and the causes 
t^’ar, then we think there would 
ounds /for professed socialists 
ic authoritarian wing gi\Tog 
support to and wpricing for. an 
winch would embrace all the 
fiis of Europe. In fact it could 
J^stop there: such a movement 
need to establish itself on a 
basis, and the strength of its 
‘Ould be such that no group 
d>m could easily reroam out- 
T if they did they would, 
less, in no way constitute a 
to The securiB' and the pros- 
'oi this vast Common Market 
the overw^lming majority 

■ni 

wxmld all take rime, a long time 
X would be argued that even a 
the right direction is positive 
r^rth a hundred along the well 
paths tot always turn out to 
d ends pitted wttb economic 
politicai “crises”. And we 
be the Srst lo agree! How 
ii it is. tberefore. to exj^se 
e-wa^ing and dangerous Elu- 
economic and political align- 
wbich are dieted up as pro¬ 
ve steps to “unity”, “equality” 
yfor the eliinimtion of frontiers, 
which axe in reality just the old 
tryii^ out different 'ways of re- 
e-its privikge in society. The 


EEC: Key to a Capitalist 


Common Market, with Its Treai> 

Oi Rome (now being bandied about 
like some blueprint to Utopia—a 
capitalist utopia?) is the brain chiid 
of a shrewd bunch of ^nancial ex¬ 
perts, industrialists and politicians 
who saw the need for an overhaul of 
the mechanism of capitaltst produc¬ 
tion and distribution in this post¬ 
war era of an industrial expansion 
which threatens to completely out¬ 
strip effective consuuiplion: that is 
coilsumption which can be paid for. 
The aim of the EEC* is “to elimi¬ 
nate the traditional system of econo¬ 
mic frontiers between national States 
in Europe”. This simply means 
that nation members will aim at re¬ 
moving tariffs and restrictions on 
the free movement of labour within 
their ‘"Gommunitv^ and will protect 
iheir internal markets by raising a 
wall of tariffs so far as those nations 
outside the Community' are con¬ 
cerned. In this way the EEC coun¬ 
tries will virtually enjoy a monopoly 
in a market of some 200 million 
people (at present). But 'vrithin that 
market the member nations will 
compete for business in the best 
capitalist tradition. It is true that 
there will be certain “Rules of 
Competition”, involving anti-cartel 
legislation, anti-dumping regulations 
as well as rules governing State Sub^ 


Utopia? 


“See the useful Gwde ip the Commm 
Marker in “The Observer" (July l6thX 


sidles and Tax allow'ances w^hieh 
might result in one member state 
haviDg an unfair advantage in the 
marketing of a particular commo¬ 
dity. over the others. Coupled with 
this capitalist free-for-all (wtliiii the 
rules of the game I ) the EEC aims 
at having so-called “free movement” 
of workers by 1970-73. According 
to the Observer summary 

thb must include the right of workers 
to ‘'accept offers of employment actually 
made" by an employer in another coun* 
try. Professional men and business men 
will be free to work in any country in 
the Community. 

It needs only a moment's thought 
to realise that this is a two-edged 
weapon so far as workers are con¬ 
cerned. For, if, on the one band it 
can be said that the greater the 
choice of jobs available to a worker, 
not only is he a freer man but may 
well command a higher wage, 
on the other, the fact, as die 
Observer summary put it that, for 
instance “a German worker will be 
free to displace a Frenchman in a 
French factory if he is better quali* 
fled for the job” and vice versa, will 


not only accentuate the existing lack 
of in ter nationalism among workers, 
but will, by makiDg workers dis¬ 
pensable, result in increasing the 
power of the employers. In his 
contribution to the debate. Lord 
Chandos (formerly Mr, Oliver Lyt- 
tleton , a Tory' Colonial Secretary) 
pointed out that if Britain joined the 
EEC ^^ihe wildcat strike, the demar¬ 
cation dispute, the shorter hours for 
less '^'ork at Iowa: productivity 
would become an impossible lux¬ 
ury”. And the President of the 
Board of Trade thought that “the 
great effect of going in will be that 
the efficient firms will prosper and 
the inefficient ones wih go dow-n”. 
Thus management, if only for the 
sake of its own survival, must get 
tough with the workers it employs, 
even assuming that it now treats 
them with kid gloves \ f 


But no danger of 
* Federalism*! 

do not propose to repeat the 
arguments we used recently in 
these columns trying to assess 
motives behind Britain's decision to 
apply for membership of the Com- 
.mon Market. We refused to accept 
the view that in taking so much 
time to make up their mind the gov- 
emmeni, in general, and Mr, Mac- 
mllian in particular were dith¬ 
ering” or incapable of doing their 
job, which is w'hat the Labour Party 
spokesmen and the Ne%v Siatesmem 
were maintaining last weekt Not 
because we admire the determina¬ 
tion of the government but because 
unlike these “socialists'' who believe 
in strong men—and who, therefore, 
think of themselves as the right kind 
of strong men to take office, or to 


tMr. Harold Wjlsou in the Commons 
debate also pointed out that there were 
a number of employers 'who favour 
entry who were arF]nious to get in for 
one reason only-““to have a wages 
showdown, 'Which they have not been 
able to have for the last five years." 


JShe [Britain] is also doing it {seeking 
entry to the Common Market] under 
the personal leadership of a man whose 
j>owers are manifestly in decline. Mr, 
MaemOJan may screw up his remaining 
energies for his television appeal: but it 
is obvious from hb recent parliament¬ 
ary performances that bis grip on 
events is weakening , . , " (jV,S, editor¬ 
ial "Third Class to Europe"). 

Continued on page 3 


Sentimental Gall 


SETTER eiVETH^T 
SAf^fiEROyS WE4P0R T5 HE. 

fT MIGHT FALL IHTO 
THE HANGS 3fCflIMIIiAtS/' 


'jnERE IS usualiv uothmg quite 
s<? successful as a sentimeuud 
call to ^^triodsm for rallying “the 
naiion" behind ii poilticai party re¬ 
gardless of its previous Wunders or 
corrupt dealing.^. 

In spite of the many criticisms 
levelled at Kennedy since his 
election, both b> his own supporters 
and the poliikal opposhiom Alistair 
Cooke, writing in Ibc Guardian 
f I 9'61) states: 

. . . ihaf the Ameticm people, 
rhe American Congress and rite 
Atner/can business ^yjrld stand 
behind President Kennedy m 
Berlin yrixh a unmrimity 
Pre^dem has enpryed since 
Roosevelt proclrdmed his Nmimi- 
al Recovery Admimsrraiion as a 
cure for the greaf depression. 

Mind you the self-i merest ti^jid 
the i^triotism is not always hidden, 
cspeciaJly in the business world» but 
to readiness which the ordin¬ 
ary American shows 10 don 
a unjfonjT cannot entirely be ac¬ 
counted for in terms recognisable 
self-interesL 

Unlike the Inhabitants of Europe 
and Asia the average American con- 
r cept of modem war, is less realistic. 
>ijd perhaps for that reason the 
G^oiantic notion of the strong man 
^ ^resisting aggression*’ (as the Amcri- 
cac nudoubtedly believes) still has 
an appe^ untouched by ffie realities 
of brutal warfare, 

Whate'ver reason the ordinary 
American may have for flying to the 
colours, ffie world erf finance (or 


that part of. it which benefits from 
w'ar). has a simple enough r^son. 
But it seems that while many 
American companies connected in 
some 'way with the war industry are 
enjoying a financial boom since the 
criris started which suggests 
that they will ba\^ a basic Interest 
in keej^ it going, many are dbap- 
point^ '^rith their ^are of the spoils 
as the foUow^ing quote suggests : 

, . , The business man's mood^ 
seems to be sum med up by a 
Cleveland manufacturer who re¬ 
marked that since the Govern- 
mem itself gave no sign of in- 
creamng Us defence orders from 
fdmf he **msumes that Berlin is 
just one of tfujse things that have 
blown up and wiil blow over'. 

It seems tot after a week of 
“cooimunily patriotism, some parts 
of the community are beginning to 
wonder how the economy will look 
when the bills come in,” 

Wall Street is womed afcK>ut “the 
balance of payment problem”, which 
will result ff to United States is to 
cstablbh l£rge armed forces abroad, 
and the threat of competition from 
the European Common Market. 

The Republicans, deeply opposed 
to to idea of to welfare state, are 
snapping at the heels of the Presi¬ 
dent, not for spending too much on 
ddtence but for not cutting down on 
education, medical and housing aid. 
It look as if what was in the begin¬ 
ning a useful Crists diversion for the 
Democrats is now turning into a 
political liability. 




The Business Approach to Publio Service 


^HE Postmaster General announced in 
the House recently the surcharges 
to be made for telephone connections 
which arc more than three miles from 
the exchango-mrat is mainly in rural 
dixtriets.For some would-be subscribers 
these connection charges will amount to 
£4U a mile. The Gfitirdian's politreal 
correspondcni comments that 

111 fact the main purpose of the 
changes is to deter anyone who would 
make only small uv of a telephone from 
applying for one. Capital investment in 
tl^ telephone scrv'jce b regarded by the 
Post Office as yielding at best only a 
small returrj. and since the Post OBke 
has wage increases to pay and is un¬ 
willing to ask the Chancellor in bis pre¬ 
sent mood for much capital, it is offi- 
ciaJiy discouraging the development of 
the telephone service by small users. 

if this approach to services is accepted 
unchalleng^ there is no reason why a I 
some later stage surcharges wiij be made 
on inters which have to be delivered 


AND ITS CONSEQUENCES 

more than a certain distance from the 
sorting office. After ad. it is quite clear 
that delivcririg letters in remote parts of 
the country costs in ss-ages much more 
than the value of the stamp. 

The cutting down of services, and the 
attempt to implement the view that not 
only must nationalised or other serslces 
pay their way, hut that they be 

paid Cor by those who use them, is meet¬ 
ing with so scant resistance because the 
vocal section of the community, begin¬ 
ning with the popular press is, success¬ 
fully putting over the view that the hard- 
lAOrking p)cople of this cOUntrj* arc 
having to *^carry" and subsidise the 
‘‘shirkers" and the “slackers", and that 
the fault is with a system that gives them 
someihing for nothing.To our minds it 
is a reflection on the malaise of the 
affluent society that in the midst of 


plenty people should feel so strongly 
and bitterly towards the misfits. The 
hflilthy resent the "excessive" use made 
by the sick of the Health Services (and 
the government encourages this attitude 
by making the sick contribute to the 
cost of prescriptions): the middle class^ 
resent subsidised heusmg for the poor: 
car oi^mers resent contributing to railway 
deficits (but not to train users contribu- 
ing to the building of motor*ways and 
$0 onl) The capitalist approach of the 
affluent society is killing all feeling of 
mutual aid. and this deterioratjoii in 
human feelings is best iQustrated perhaps 
by the imgetterous treatment of old 
people. That the government should be 
indifferent to their plight is not surpris¬ 
ing. but that the people as a communRy 
have Tiot devised a way for dealing with 
the problem of loneliness and poverty 
among old people is inexcusable in a 
society which lays datm to being 
civil Tsed, 
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ilLRt' nrc Two ITT-*!*) lUVH or 
^ prcN'<urc irtx'Up. One is i|ic 
j »up oi’v'aniwf to TX'prC'<nT and 
v -titer the irnwsts, usti:t!K 'mater- 
iJ\ o( a relatjvely stable vcciron of 
a commiiniiy. lanj'lovers' and enu 
rloycc^‘ avmiations, such as the 
r.U;L and the 1 .L.C.. a»e the most 
e TvioU'^ exanrpics of this type, The 
ether is the >troup orj^antsed to 
represent and Uinher the itrtcrests, 
usually hdcal\ of a set oi like- 
minded individuals. The essential 
basis 0l this sca>rid[ or 'promoiisMiar 
type is die common acceptance bv 
the v^iX’Up's members of a propsi-sid 
or set of pix>posak whicli thev wisfi 
10 .see implemented by the amhori- 
taitvc decisiotumakers of the society 
m which they operate. The Ami- 
Com Law League, the Anti-Vivisec¬ 
tion Society and the C.N.D. arc all 
examples of this type. From their 
\'<;ry nature, groups of this kind 
tend to be less stable, more cpfic- 
tncral than sectional interest groups. 
The Fabian Society, however, ap¬ 
pear to be an exception to this rule, 
f ounded in it rapidly became, 
and remains today, the most inHuen- 
tial pressure group in ihc British 
s^x:ialT5t movement. Its impact on 
Lhc vvtder sociciy. if unmeasurable, 
has been great. Rcccaily. it has 
been paid the sinccrcst compliment 
all by its Coascrv'ativc political 
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Socialism 
by Pressure 
Group 


opponents: imitation. The success¬ 
ful and much-publicised Bow Group 
of Tories was deliberately modelled 
on the Fabian Society and designed 
to combat its influence. 

Tn her latest book*. Margaret 
Cole gives us what amounts to an 
oflScial history of this socialist pres¬ 
sure group. Soberer, more informa¬ 
tive and a good deal more accu¬ 
rate than the journalistic effort of 
Miss Fremantle which appeared last 
year.'- it supplements, if it does not 
replace, the previous ‘officiar ac¬ 
count by Edward Pease w^ritten in 
1916. 

The general character of Fabian¬ 
ism is too well known to need de¬ 
picting here. 'Fabian' has long been 
a term of abuse in the vocabulary of 
radical socialists and libertarians, 
ever since its original anarchist 
members, h^ded by Kropotkins 
collaborator. Charlotte WilsojOL were 
manoeuvred out of the Society in 
18S7. Mrs. Cole, in an epOogue. 
attempts some assessment of the 
Society's record but fails to meet, 
let alone to answer, the most serious 
charges levelled against it Com¬ 
mitted to being 'pracricaF and to the 
pursuit of the municip^ and Parlia¬ 
mentary road to socialism, the early 
Fabians distinguished themselves 
from their socialist contemporaries 
by their resolute opposition to *pcli- 
ticaJ luddism'—Statc-bustiiig—^in all 
its forms. Their successors, despite 
their avowed penchant for political 
free-tjtinking, have never questioned 
this commitment. Confronted as we 
now' arc by a State In which even 
the Tories 'plan' the economy — in a 
manner deliberately deseed to win 
elections— and hirther away than 
every, apparently, from the realisat¬ 
ion of a society which anyone with 
the instincts of a WIBiam Morris 
would recognise as sociaUsL the 
FaNans still urge us along the same 
path. More facts, more tracts, and. 
so we are assured* all will be well. 
Frank Horrabin's Fabian tortoise 
with its uplifted paw—^looking like 


an outraged old-age pensioner beg¬ 
ging for a shining rise to meet the 
latest increase in the tobacco tax- 
moves slowly, but move it does. 
Where it has come from, the his¬ 
torically minded Fabians are quite 
clear: %vhcre it is going to. the un- 
pMIosophically minded Fabians 
have never bothered to enquire. 

Seventy-seven years further on 
from its starting point, perhaps the 
most interesting question to ask 
about this organisation is: How has 
it managed to survive and still be 
kicking? Part of the answer un¬ 
doubtedly lies in its relative Jack of 
dogma. The early Fabians saw them¬ 
selves as the latter-day Benthamites 
of British socialism. Beyond a few 
basic principles enshrined in the 
Society's origjnal Basis, which even 
some Liberals and Tories found 
themselves capable of accepting, 
they had no set programme to fos¬ 
ter. Proposals for refonn they pro¬ 
duced in plenty, many of which 
have found their way on to the 
statute books of the State and of 
local and other authorities- But the 
Society as such promote none of 
them. Almost from the start each 
proposal was presented with the dis¬ 
claimer that it represented the views, 
not of the Society but only of the 
individual who prepared it As a 
consequence, divisions within the 
membership over spedhe policy 
matters, although not avoided alto¬ 
gether, have been kept to a mini¬ 
mum. This organisationally sensi¬ 
ble procedure was taken a step 
further in 1939 when—a new and 
even broader 'basis' having been 
adopted—the Society accepted as a 
fundamental rule the self-denying 
ordinance which forbade it to put 
forward any resolution of a political 
character, expressing an opinion or 
calling for action, in the name of the 
Sociery. This rule immediately 
placed the Society out of the reach 
of interested minorities chasing 
paper majorities which has been the 
bane of most socialist and labour 


oxganisatfons. No Fabian delegate 
to any other organisation has a 
mandate from the Society and his 
vote commits no one but himself. 
Freedom from interna] political 
manoeuvring and policy rivalries has 
left the Fabians with the energy to 
pursue their major task—research 
and education. At the same time, it 
has enabled their Society to attract 
financial suppon from a \vfde var¬ 
iety of sources. 

As an organisation, the Fabian 
Sodety has also shown a remark¬ 
able ability to hive Ou those groups 
and individuals within the member¬ 
ship who looked like making 
trouble. The hiving o2^ of the anar¬ 
chists in 1887 by the - passing of a 
resolution commiuing the Society 
to participate directly in political 
action—a resolution which the 
majority had no intention at that 
time of implementing—%\as only the 
first of a series of such events/ Be¬ 
fore the first world war, the old 
guard Fabians met a number of 
challenges to their authority bv 
giving the rebels their head and an 
organisation of their owm. Some of 
these organisations quickly perish¬ 
ed: others, like the Fabian Re¬ 
search Depanment, subsequently 
captured by the CP. and renamed 
the Labour Research Department, 
survived. The peak of the Society's 
influence was undoubtedly reached 
before 1914. After 19 IS the Fabian's 
monopoly of socialist cerebration 
was broken by the establishment of 
other bodies, including the Labour 
Party's owm research department. 
In the '20s and '30s. under the 
bumbling secretaryship of F. W. 
Gaiton. the Society went into a de¬ 
cline. By 1939 it was on the point 
of expiry. But it surv-ived because 
a few years earlier G. D. H. Cole 
and his friends had formed the New 
Fabian Research Bureau. An amal¬ 
gamation of the Bureau and the 
Society, under Cole's leadership, 
gave it a new lease of life. Mem¬ 
bership figures, if not influence, 
reached a peak In the post-war 
years. The years of apathy and the 
lost sense of socialist direction have 
since eaten into the membership. 
One no longer looks to the Society 
in the expectation of finding 'new' 
socialist thinking, but the volume of 
work produced remains high and 
the odd tract here and there war¬ 
rants a Times or a Guardian leader. 

Part of the success of the Society 
must also be attributed to the quality 
of its leadership. The verbal bril¬ 
liance of Shaw which attracted hun¬ 
dreds and thousands needs only to 
be mentioned. More important in 
the long run w'ere the prodigious 
efforts of that bureaucrat par ^xce!- 




freedom 

Icncc. Sidncv Webb and. wore re¬ 
cently. of G.' D. H Cote Thai Cole. 
the guild socialist rebel who plagued 

the Ijfe out of the Webbs 

sue- 

cceded 10 Sidney Webb-, manlic! 

seems a cii ironic. 

‘Mr. G. D. H. Cole « a bit of , 

puzzle. 

With a Bolshevik soul 
Fabian muzzle'. 

So sang Maurice Rcckiti \n 19 
Margaret Cole comments that 
epigt^ would have been more 1 
reel if 'anarchist" were s^ihsun 
for 'Bolshevik'. The anarchist ^ 
meot la Coleys tbin^ang was 
real and remained him to 
last. So much is evident from, 
final paragraph in the lastj/olu 
of his Hlsfon:- of Socftil/st 
where he repudiated both 
Democracy and Communism, 
puzzle about Cole remains but rf: 
is no doubt that he shared with 
Webbs a selfless devotion to 
cause of socialism. Neither 
Webbs nor Cole, nor many 
Fabian stalwarts, were 'on 
make'. We may violently dis 
with many Fabi^ policies and 
ciples but it is diScult to poll 
finger at the men. If only 
energies and capacities had 
wholeheartedly devoted to the i 
tarian cause, w^e might not now i 
to make such a qualified app 
of this most famous of all 
pressure groups. 

Geoffrey Ostergaa 
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*Th€ Story of Fobian Socialism by 
g;arct Col^ Bememann. 

^Thfs Uule Band of Prophets by 
Fremantle: reviewed m Freedom, 
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The Prejudices Live on 
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THE ORIGINS GF TOTAUTARIAN- 
ISM' by Hantwb Arendt, Georqe 
Alien «f»d Unwin Ltd-, 305, 
J^ANNAH ARENOTS book is 
dcrwcly wrKten. A great deal of 
stwly ha» fsofie int<? its dosdy reasoned 
pages. Yet at the end J am [eft wonder- 
inj. Rckf), Fromm arwi a host of others 
have each had a shot at analysing 
LciaSilarJaAitiQ. li >s a complex pheno- 
mcJWi* and there is a [ot to be said 
about it from every point of view. But 
when ill hat been said the fact remains 
tte totoyfitarMiimi is a recurring form 
of httfm wdety. It is not new, the 
only distinEtiofi between its anciem and 
modem forms being (hat modem 
totafitadBOsms pos^ms machines that 
aoi avaiJMk for their predecessors, 
k» tJbe M days tyramy aod maxs mgr- 
dor were hftodkrafis. This is the age of 
flOMi ft is moeh easier 

fttttc poison gw. ra*l’«^y 
Mfan lad* jgdUgfle gua» to extenninate 
lariD biiflabtK^ Ako there are 

more people 

What h h^ ye ninf toc^ of course 
alvQLye men or more 

hc»riMe, thfii sayHiljos hap¬ 

pened befov. sinewy ^cuik !t If hi^ 
penia g now. before Oor very eye* aft St 


X should like to know why roen feci 
the urge to tyrannise over each other 
and exterminate each other, and I don't 
fed that this book, in spite of its im¬ 
mense detail, gets us much nearer to a 
solution to this question. What emerges 
is that “rootless" masses and cynical or 
disiilu-sioned jniellcauals form a breed¬ 
ing ground for loialitarjanism, J am 
sure that since men began 10 wage 
wars on each other there have al'ft’ays 
been uprooted and disillusioned people, 
though not as many as today, since the 
population was smaller in any case, and 
there was more room for a displaced 
population to move and settle elsewhere. 

Hannah Arendl comes to the rather 
^ssimistfC conclusion that the totalitar¬ 
ian form’of state will be with us for a 
long time yet, and we had better learn 
to live with ii. In an epilogue on this 
new edition (the book was first pub¬ 
lished in I951X she allows herself a little 
more hope. She describes the Hun¬ 
garian Revoluiion, and the Workers* 
Councth whkh made their appearance 
^idog the course of it, with approval. 
Jl ccctayith’ showed that eveh the modc^ 
txHdiytatrian state is nor irreastible com¬ 
pletely. 

I jSad it a mmk interesiri^ book, but 
fa ' l t ag fn g ^ pafts. On occarion there 


creeps in a note of that guilt-and-angst 
anti-liberalism that was the fashionable 
attitude a decade ago, but now. thank 
goodness, seems to be on its w-ay out. 
The nineteenth century liberal thinkers 
were not the naive feno^'T that some 
modern people seem to think, even 
they did believe in the perfect tbi I ity of 
man. And nothing that has happened 
since has disproved any of their basic 
contentions, such as that power cor¬ 
rupts, for example. Also she underrates 
the civilisations of Negro Africa. 

Racialism is something very old. The 
anti-semiiism of Hitler bad its roots in 
the anti-semitism of the Moddle Ages, 
and this in turn could be traced back 
inio the remotest antiquity. The antag¬ 
onism between human groups is another 
of these perennial problems. It is strange, 
but to the .Northern European the South¬ 
erner is always slightly sinister. Per¬ 
haps this dates back to the Indo-Euro¬ 
pean invasions, beginning round about 
1900 B.C.. when the dark Mediterranean 
occupants of Europe 'vore subdued by 
a fairer folk. The insTisiort of India by 
another branch of the same group of 
peoples. Hitler's admired ‘'Aryans", led 
to the development of the caste system. 
W’hich W'As originally a form of colour- 
bar. The hurnah mmd is intensely coa- 


servativc, and prejudices live on long 
after their origin has been forgotten. 
The conquered alwa>^ appear as diaboli¬ 
cal to their conquerors, possibly on ac¬ 
count of the curious quirk of human 
psychology that we can forgive those 
who have injured us much more quickly 
than those w-hom w^ have injured,* 

The Southerner Is considered to be 
promiscuous and possessed of a fatal 
charm for good Nordic women. He is 
cxciicabic, treacherous, anroliablr. cun¬ 
ning, dirty and without dignity. He 
dresses fiashiiy. laughs readily and gesti¬ 
culates. He has a peculiarly “animar' 
quality. This fiexible stereotype. \\Sth 
additions for particular races, is applied 
to Latin peoples in general, to Negroes 
and to Jews. (And also 1 have heard it 
applied to Welshmen and to Gypsies?, 

To beat totalitarianism it w fn be neces¬ 
sary to liberate people sc.xually, to gb^c 
them a satisfying creative life, lo build 
up real communities where the individual, 
can feel that he really belongs, and 
change the economic systern to ont 
based on human needs. That is all. It » 
should keep us busy for anotiier five/, 
millcniums, 

ARTTnnt W. UtOTH. 

"This is perhaps a roundabout proof of 1 
the fundamental goodness of human 
nature. Xf it were natural for human 
bemgs to conquer and enrfavc tihdr 
fellows, they wouJd have no sense of 
guilt about it and the ooi^ucted race 
would not be represented in a particiwi 
larly bad li^t ' 
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•AVING THE SYSTEM 


Coniinued from page f 

Mvise Lhase in ^v-e miiimaln 

pVdi llie real rulers af ibis country 
tincl the naiinn^: of the Common 
Market arc the mduHlrialistSi. ibe 
tnaiKiers, the large landowners 
((and, in nations, ibe generals 
nd tfie colonels! ). And Mr. MaC’ 
llJtaii kindly confirmed ihrs view in 
much praised, '-rerreshingly 
mer in tone" speech 

Wednesday week, when he de~ 
fired . 

1 .“^ tmpassiMc to tell, by !hc pre- 
bubnee sheet. Ihr prospects nf our 
Juiinr in the ComnnOTV Market. Bui 
weight of opinion of Bfiiish indus^ 
JUb w'MS that, from every point of 
the balance o[ advaniaKc Ibv m 
nir ft anil W'hich would be of com- 
fthlc siie to the United Slater %ir 
iet Riivsiii. 

fr. Macmillan who told the 
use, much to the discomfort of 
Citardians editor, that 
Thi; Treaty of Rome did not deal whli 
or foreign policy. It dealt with 
and vorne of the social aspects of 
life most cormected with trade 
I production. 

aier, in the same speech he 
erlincd the economic (w'c would 
“finandar’l nature of the Corn- 
Mark ei with "a reminder to the 
ase"' that 

EEC IS an economic commuriily, 

A defence alliance or a foreign 
ici communiiy or a cultural com- 
Bty Jt IS an economic community 
(the region where collecuve decisions 
t taken h related lo ihe sphere cover- 
thc treaty— economics, tariffs, and 
keti." 

★ 

E position taken up by the Par- 
JiamciTtaTy Labour Party is 
inh noting, ihc more so if one de- 
ids on Mr. Freeman and the New 
^esrnm for one’s rnformaiion on 
state of the Party. According 
ihe A.S. the eclipse of poor old 
cmillan has been accompanied 
happily" by "one gleam of light": 
**thc resurrection of ibe Labour 
Party" 

In fcccfU for the lirsi time, ds 

Oorii ^>cnch his hpoken and acted like 
an altci nilivi: govcrnnicnf. and there 
n |:rf«wmg niLind of ccmtidcitce and unitv 
hchind r . . h [the Labour Pariv] is 

clear and united on the w«> to apprtrach 
Ihe CtnniThin markri problem Now is 
Iht time to demand from ihe counirv ci 
manilftlc U> pursue it^ 

The Labour Party amendment to 
the governIIicnrs inution noted the 
goverament’v decision to make for¬ 
mal applitaiion for membership of 
liHC hut ‘ regreued that ihe negotia- 
tiems would be conducted from a 
posmon of gravt- economic weak* 
ness" a dig at (he government, fur 
party iidvantage. but whal do (lie> 
mean by "grave ccimomit wcaL- 
nci*“V Arc they really suggesting 
that the standard of living of the 
workers in this country is lower iImii 
that id workers in the Cunnnoti 
Market counincsV If ihcy are then 
they are talking through their hats' 
Hiiwever, let as follow (he argu¬ 
ment' til the Leader of the "Wial- 
isi" Opjvisnion, Me did not ihmk 
that ihe C ommon Market would be 
the panacea for all our export 
problems. But iiciihtT did he think 
that tht “pohucal conscguriicir" 
were as "dangcfoui tir profound" a^ 
(hey Wrere wimclinies made out to 
be Indceil bo did not think 
Wrcre "nccr^wirily^ bound for I edessr 
alisni in Why did Ml 

I CiaiLskell consider polkictil eoiisr- 
. oucnuen w-hich involved a supra 
iialional uulhority as "dangcruijv'* 

I .Arenh the LP in favour of u Uiiiicd 
l^latc.s ot Europe? Apparcmly no 
I' 40f^^r: 

I "Tlicrc np question, iis far iia Hniain 
' U ctKicernrit. pf errtcrinK into a TiuLeral 
riu^fic nufW. Briiisli opinian dimply u 


not ripe for itiis. In any event, n is m- 
compHtiblc with nlJ the pledges made 
jibcul I be Comnionwtiffltlt'’ 

They must be efeur that ihcie was no 
commitmem at all, even to eventual 
federation He hoped this would be 
cleared up m the debate. 

He I hen drew' alieniton to a proposal 
Lflrned in the EEC .Assembly in May last 
ycai for csLabhshitig s diicctJy elected 
Paifiart^em "Where exactly Jo wc siamt 
on ibal ’ I*: this something which is 

going to lake place whatever Imppens? 
\^'hal IS the aniiude of the MinisUriat 
Council towards ii? If wx have a 
directly elected Parliament, wc have 
taken a very long step towards a Federal 
Europe. 1 do not believe, whatever the 
future may hold, that at present. Brinsn 
opinion i* in any way ripe for such a 
step." 

He said ii appeared from the alloca- 
lion Of voles, ihac France and Belgium, 
for instance, voting (ogeihcr, were in 
a postijon 10 vcio any decision which 
might be made otherwise by the Council 
of Ministers hut we and Denmark were 
not. That would be very unsaiisfactory. 
On the other hand, if ihe right to vdo 
remained wiih us — plus one oiher Scari'^ 
dmavfan State, for in.sluncc - ihcn cer¬ 
tainly it removed some of the doubu 
which many people had. 

Here we are, already talking about 
powers of vcioJ But equally inter¬ 
esting is the admission by the leader 
of the "socialists" that Britain is not 
"ripe" for entry to a federal 
Europe§ Obviously the LP has no 
intention of doing anything in that 
direciiort. The Common Market 
debate brought out more chauvinist 
argumcnis from the so-ealled social¬ 
ists than from the Tories. At lice’s 
short and othcrwa.se quite pointed 
speech in (he Lords, nevertheless 
contained this irreievem piece of 
nationalistic claptrap 

we were asked In go Ento an organisa- 
lion consisting of two countries which 
wc had defeated in Ihc ia^i war and of 
four couniries who owed their survival 
Iti us. In 10 years we hatf been so re¬ 
duced and I hey had done so much that 
wt had to beg to join ii. 

Mr. Harold Wilson (Labour’s sha¬ 
dow Chancellor) in his speech de¬ 
clared that 

If there was to be a choice between 
Europe and the Commonweallh, wc were 
noi eniilled to sell our friends and kins¬ 
men d<iwn the nver for some problem- 
nlical advantage In seliing washing 
machines in Dusseldorf. 

Presumably if the advantage is 
mn "marginal" we might have lo 
fLi-onsidcr our "friends and kins¬ 
men", As a matter of fact Ml Roy 
Jenkins, another Labour speaker 
made ii quite clear that he didnT 
believe the Commonwealth countries* 
claim that they could oUcr "the 
same advantages as we could get 
from Luropc". In the Common¬ 
wealth. Britain, he said, was losing 
ground steadily to other competi¬ 
tors, "Ihc UiHi thing the Commun- 
w«alth will do is to give LK manu- 
tetfrers a free run in rheir mar- 
iai^. 

Here ‘iix^aks the voice of capita list 
leality^ But if the f onimonwcalih. 


^Mr. <jiU*Ud| und rfir Ffuiic MiniOcr 
ucl oil t.4.wuimin tfjound hett' Mr 
Lid (III', to -a) (he tub 

IMd: 

The 1 'H kid Kirn foinK-d l\* prnpkv 

rnith hllh: til\lUJ) ' t Ufupt IV tiKJ tdd. 

Himiitfcc m iradiiroii, in Lnguugc. and 
ill lo litttl ii.v iKuty hy vuth 

niiaiii Alitirt^yii a fudnruhAl move 
UiCfU cxivU in il K nut ta%ouri:d 

b > itk: IrMtitivt und («avi.TnmL'D(*i 

*a iwiliit ' 

' f iu ofit> pruiUivahlc conciqsi vrotild 
hi LUiUcderiilifin or m f nMinionwtulih 
ttlmli wrmiW retain tho ijical tnidilioii'i 
and pndo *i1 lodrtaduul flftflorl^ while 
WittkiUK tayrlhcT in clear tv dtfimil 
vplitfTt:- loi lluar coniimio inkrtvl^ 
ThiiL sci’iiu'd n c*iiwxpi uitiri in lunc 
wlEji tliL' nalioriuj tiiidititm ul t Uffipciiri 
coumricti uiid, in parla-uliir. lUir Mwn 
It was one wliiL'b Ufionri luould he 
asstxiulcd With wdliutjly and wholc- 
hca^dly. 


Conyersation 

WITH A 

Conspirator 


ciTicfg«ii€y h here. Aflci all 
^ ibu^c yciirs the lime has come for 
direct iiciion. A few nuini be killed (htU 
ninny niyy l>c saved." 

He was sitting on the teiriice of my 
medieval pcnlhoitsc looking across Ihe 
.sen to Ihc meretncioii& pes(house of 
Monaco, a hulc lean old man, ctvaa- 
sha'ion. xvcllKiiesscd, whom I had round 
at I lie di>tir when my bell rang. He bad 
given some name i didn't know, hardly 
heard, quickly adding as his smrle 
laded, "But ii is S4 years—ft is not sur¬ 
prising if wc do not recognise ourseKus," 
‘■ Amsterdam?" The year gave it. ‘ Tm 
sorry— 1 still don't—but come in* 

please." 

‘M WHS delegated lo the AnO-MiliUrist 
Congress dial was a Tier your .Anarchist 
Congress." be explained when wc were 
scaled. "1 was one of Lhosc who pri¬ 
vately visited with MalaicsUi because he 
had spoken of ihc neccssiiy to develop a 
wchtiiqitt' He was not encour 

aging. I think it was you who said ihat 
vvi3 must from the cold water he had 
sprinkled on our hot as pi ml ions make 
steam.'' 

1 remembered that unrecorded discus¬ 
sion; I evt;n recalled my heated imagery. 
And prc.senUy he was talking the Anti- 



in spile of blood ties, and sharing a 
queeiip a queen mother ef aila (but 
not ihe cost and inconveniences) 
puls its business imerests before its 
loyalties to the motherland, what 
justification is there for having illu¬ 
sions about "higher motives" and 
"equality of economic opportunity” 
among the members of the EEC, a 
mixed bag of former “enemies”, or 
chicken-hearted allies? 

Of course our illusions^ if we had 
any, would not be based on these 
considerations. What concessions* we 
would ask. arc the member natioiis 
prepared to make for the ommon 
good? ll is dear that the answer 
is tume: that is each nation joining 
EEC does so beause on balance 
each considers the advantages will 
outweigh possible disadvantages. 
Siome firms, some industries, will, to 
quote Ml Maudlin, 'go dowm’. Simi¬ 
larly some w'orkers will improve 
their situations others will find it 
more difficult to get a job. But what 
the brains behind the Common Mar¬ 
ket feel they have saved is the capi¬ 
talist system, and this is a consider¬ 
ation which is as important to the 
Social Democrats of Western 
Europe as it is to the I.CJ, and to 
Krupps. 

★ 

|T is because we believe that the 

EEC is a scheme to consolidate 
the capitalist system that we advo¬ 
cate unconditional opposition to it 
by workers and their organisations. 
We anarchists have always siressctl 
the need to break down the artificial 
harriers that divide w'orkers, not only 
geographically but socially and 
economically. The Common Mar¬ 
ket proposes to remove all physical 
barriers to movement between these 
coumries but not because they 
believe that national barriers are bad 
things but because they have now^ 
come round to the view that the 
free How of labour as well as of 
capital and goods within the "Com¬ 
munity” is a good thing ji/r 
linshwss. 

We anarchists are of the opinian 
that eificiency can only come about 
ihmugh eo-operulion; the Comm on 
market encourages compeljiion at all 
levels; ihc clitiiinaiion of the weak 
and "ijienkieni” business and in- 
duMfy, uful Jiir ihe workers iiflected 
n has an "Europe,m Social I'utid" 
winch "can make relraining and re¬ 
st nlcfiicnl grants and icmimrary im- 
tmploymtni grtmis to workers tlis- 
corniiiunity they Luniio! hegin lo be 
placed by ctunpctitioii in ihe Com¬ 
mon Market" More than ever will 
the worker be divorced froni control 
over Uii work lie does CompctiiioiT 
profit niiTtivcs* wdl detcrmiiK nut 
Hilly wlial work he does but where 
hr does it. 

Ihe LIT is a top-level finaiicial 
and economic organisation V\ e aii- 
an hisis believe that until the [K‘ople 
have dirciii ctmiroi of the means of 
production and the wealth of the 
free. 


Mihiarist language of those days, a 
lough language very dillerent from that 
of today’s pacifism or today's anarchism, 
being unclouded by social theory', more 
like the talk of Nihilisis one used lo 
meet at the Kropotkiris', It sounded old- 
fashioned then—Anarch ISIS were more 
advanced, I thought; bui today when he 
bepn to latk it, si sounded like some¬ 
thing new—clean and strong and quite 
uniquely, narrowly, commitied. His in- 
lonation was iransatiantic- 
"Your Anarchist sieam did nothing 
tor us in 1941," he coniinued. "You let 
m down, you and your syndics!isis, as 
we cxpecled you woidd- I do not in¬ 
clude the Spanish Anarchisl.s because 
(hey are different and even ihen they 
were not with you. You aim in all 
direciions, you Anarchists, and you hit 
nothing." 

"We make Anarchists—wc are chang¬ 
ing world opinion." t protested, 

"While (he enemy, he makes bombs! 
What will il matter if you are Anarchist 
or not in October?" 

"You mean if there is war in Oclo- 
ber?" 

“1 ask what it will matter in October, 
he said sharply, “is il your pleasure 
we talk politics? Will we discuss the 
Berlin situation? I did not come for 
that. A'ou wrote in Freedom as if you 
were sUll thinking and i heard you were 
here. Do you reniember that Malaiesta 
said to cheer us who fell discouraged? 
You ought to do so because il was when 
you said that you came to Amsterdam 
prepared to undertake a dangerous task 
if il was allotted to you, that he turned 
on you and told you a little roughly not 
to despair, because an emergence will 
come some day when you can make all 
the sacrifice that you wish." 

1 said 1 remembered. He was poking 
about in comers of my social conscience 
w'hich 1 had thought were empty. He 
looked at me gently, as if he knew what 
was going on inside there. 

"You did not too well remember." he 
said. "But now you do. Well, my 
Iriend. the emergency is here. After all 
these years the time lias come ag^in for 
direct action. A few must be killed that 
many may be saved." 

A different kind of discomfort stirred 
in me at the^c words, but 1 could not 
even in my own mmd question his cre^ 
deniials— or anly as an excuse to escape 
—to escape—from what? And truth 
would bo a better way. I explained my 
change of opinion from ihose days, my 
present radical mistrust of violence. 

"Even granted the emergency." 1 said, 
"w'hich indeed 1 do not question, I would 
not thank anyone for shooting the Queen 
— or Macmillan —though some people 
would be stupid enough to be pleased—" 
He had leaned forward and put a 
hand on my knee to stop me and when 
hu spoke again it w-as in Italian, hur¬ 
riedly saying that he did not vvani me 
lo misunderstand his purpose in coming 
lo see me, which w'as not to invite me 
or my friends to take any violent action, 
"Then you had heller (ell me quite 
plainly what is your purpose,"! Slid. 
"If it is not for coltabiiruiion you come, 

I am sure it is noi for money." And 
I added Iluily that 1 wanted no part in 
any kind of secret conspiracy. 

"Uenissimo," he said, smiling again, 
"Now we gel down lo cases, I will tell 
you ihc facts and you will iheii see the 
purpose iif iny visit. We are nothing 
but a few indivutuiilu who have been 
oiilsidu the Anti Miiilansl organisations 
ul several countries in preparation for 
an efneigeiiey. 1 haXe told you our 
iipumm about it; I do not ask what is 
yours, tihont il, or uboul our progiaiume, 
WV have icccnily met—no mutter where 
and now dvall not sec one another 
again. agreed on these few ihing.v; 
one. I hat (he emei geiiey is here; two, 
Unit preveniiv'C acuon must be timed for 
the eve of crisis, Uiiee, ihat prcvenltvc 
wHoii diou|d be lakcn only in the thice 
decisive Cimntries — the United States, 
tire,It Britain and Uussiu — against the 
high uiithorjiie.s in the poliiicomdliiury 
chain ol coimnund; four. Ihsit we would 
luu lissocuite m an^ way with any per- 
vons tmociaied with any group or society 
Inn only wilh lawless charactcrs^-tiuU 
law's from whom we could secure oui 


simple individual annament." 

1 thought i began lo midcrvland. 

You are telling mC I his," I ventured, 

' SO that when these things happen—if 
they do—I can tell aboul your coming 
to see me—is that what you have come 
for?" 

"You arc half-way there." he said. 
“You realise that violence h a two- 
edged sword, that when we act we shall 
be called Communists in America, and 
Soviet agents in England, and agents of 
ihe British and American Intelligence in 
Russia, and that this would only make 
matters worse from our point of view." 

"Exactly, you would defeat your own 
object," I said, "So you want lo call 
t( off. You warn me to stop a by in¬ 
forming——" 

"I want you lo inform, certainly—but 
not slop it. I want you to inform the 
world that when we act we arc not 
agents of any govemmcni but of an open 
conspiracy to defeat the governmenis in 
ibcir evil designs against one another 
and against hurmtniiy; I want you lo 
intorm that we are what I tell you— 
Old Anii-MiUtarisis acting tri concert but 
not connected with any organisation or 
even in touch with one another or with 
any support except that of the poor 
stupid criminais who have so liuk to 
do with it that they do not know even 
for what purpose they sell their arma¬ 
ment." 

“But. my poor friend,'* \ said, "do you 
imagine that anyone is going to pay any 
allenUon to me or to anyone else when 
such things happen." 

"No, no, no!" he cried angrily; and 
then subsided and spoke calmly again, 
patiently., ''It is not to wait until we 
act that 1 am asking you to inform, 
which would be useless, but now, at 
once, as widely as possible, so that there 
may be a body of opinion in the world 
that will understand." 

"And your intended saclims." 1 objec- 
led, "do you think they will do nothing 
about it if they are told this? But they 
will Lighten all security measures to such 
a degree that you will never be able to 
gel at them," 

"Nonsense! No man is invulnerable. 
Also we have a wide choice in each 
country, and even if some fail, others 
will succeed. I shall not tell you how 
many w'e are—only that we are sufficient. 
And now that you. I think, understand 
—will you do what I ask? Just tell me 
before I go—because I must be going— 

1 have a long journey." 

I didn't know whal lo say. I didn't 
see myself going to (he Foreign Office 
or Scotland Yard with such a story when 
1 got back to London, where 1 wax due 
in a few days, and said as much. They 
would just think I was a crank, 

"Tell only a few who believe." he 
said as he ro^ lo go. “Jt will get 
about," 

"I might write an account of your 
visit for Freedom," I suggested, "I need 
not identify you." 

"Could you identify me—except in the 
morgue ?" he asked, smiling as wc shook 
hands. "Yes, wriie it." he added, 

I have done so. 

Kxrl Wxu F.a. 

/Jorf%/icm, July, 1961 . 
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■"I‘Hi VrMiv'hjivt Siiinrucr Sclioul 

■ \v. 4 n ii (rtUiL'i Ic’is^ lotiTiai cnic.ismtii 

ihiiii cftflK'i Muiinicr 7 wti of 

lltp ihrire lifciuiv^ xvcr- ftivtui iti the even- 
iiii!, which iiicunt ihju the serious ciis- 
eussious folknviug them were ubfc la 
merge impcrccinihly mio hilahaui sUtry 
U'lhiig roimd the campfire, inJ 

Ihal Ii dria^lv Smurduy uflcrnooii, a fine 
Sumiuy and u brilliant Monday morning 
could ho dcvtJlcU to inlormol jclivities. 
One of live objects ol the Summer 
Schools, lei help comiades to get ac^ 
qumnlcJ was hcfter served ihi.s year, 
perhaps, than ever bcloti: The ihcmc 
ot the fcclufcs, somewhat muppropriuic 
k» ihc acncral almosphcrL*. was “Anar- 
chiiim and RcspccUibility*', 

Boh Green, speaking on Saiurday cven- 
inji. discussed RcspcclabilUy as a pheno* 
inenon of social science, the desire to 
eonl'orm to a social norm, or in 
technical terms concern tor what the 
neighbour^ think. Respectable bciws 
tour as dislincl from the social custom 
which if necessary lor anj society, ui 
that failure to conform produces a feel¬ 
ing oi shock in the ‘respectable’ person. 
And it is also distinct from moraHly in 
that it is not internalised The respect¬ 
able man can steal hbriry books, avoid 
paying bus fares and so m withoui feel¬ 
ing in the least unrespecluhte imlesA 
other peofritf know ahom tf. In this 
coumry one does not break, wind noisily 
in puHic, but the most respectable and 
moral person can enjoy J loud fart in 
private vvithout any ?ense of shame or 
guili 

The social norin is, and must be, im¬ 
posed on children from their earliest 
education. The child of a respectable 
family is Uiught quite ckarly and dis- 
ttncliy what is done and what is not 
done. The child of a free family must 
Jearn a double standard, what is done 
and not done invide the tamily and what 
iv done and not done in the larger group. 
The free child mu^t learn tor msiance, 
that while sex is not dirty, *nihcT people'' 
think sc.\ is dirty. This- makes life at 
a certain period very difftculr for the 
free child. 

Social norms are not constant. In our 
society, for innance, the consumptmn of 
aJcohol is quite acceptable, while the 
consumption of marijuana is frowned 
upon, even by many anarchists. In 
Arab cauntries, at least until they are 
westernised, the smoking of marijuana 
or qij is quite proper, bui akohoi is con¬ 
sidered dirty. Anarchists, Bob sugges¬ 
ted. would like to be free of this kind 
of prejudice. They w-ould like to ap¬ 
prove or disapprove of alcohol or qtf 
on grounds other (ban that il is cusiom- 
ary to approve or disapprove; and to dis* 
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approve most strongly of the positively 
injurious, svhether it is ‘respectable' or 
not. 

Rigid "respectable' altitudes, however, 
often lend to faultv notions of what is 
iniunoiis In this country a child below 
a given age must he in bed before a cer¬ 
tain lime, and parents who allow their 
children to stuv up later are accused of 
ncglecling their children’s health; but* 
on the continent children stay up until 
the early hours of the morning without 
perceptible harm. Parents wTio leave 
children alone in the house asleep meet 
with shrieks of disapproval in view of 
the very remote possibility that the house 
might burn down; yet among those who 
shriek loude^Jt will he parents who refuse 
to have their children innocutaleil 
against diseases which cannot be con¬ 
trolled by other means, thereby subject¬ 
ing them to much more Ifkcly dangers 
than burning to death in the eveniTigs. 

There are. of course, '•respectable" 
cuslonts which are positively harmful in 
themselves, such as the leaching of naslr- 
ncss about sex to children. These. Bob 
suggested, would be more suitable targets 
for anarchist disapproval than such 
harmless pagcanis as royally Anar- 
chists wear ties and use table cullcry. 
just as they use convemional grammar 
and avoid licking iheir piates in swank 
restaurants, in order not to embarrass 
people An English anarchist in Hol¬ 
land will have no compunction about 
eating a bread-roll with hts fingers, if 
he IS among Dutch comrades who under¬ 
stand that he is not trying to insult ihcm 
or shock them: but among strangers in 
Holland he will eai his bread-roll, if he 


knows respectable Dutch atiiiudes. with 
a knife and fork, like a respeclable man. 

Tho trouble is that respectable people 
gel anniiyecJ if one doe? not conform 
completely to their standards. To cui 
down one's weeds before they germinate, 
so that one's garden-proud neighbours 
<^n have natty gardens, is not enough 
for them: they expect one to cultivate 
a garden like them. But here" the 
humanitarian may draw the line: he is 
noi imposing his weeds on his neigh¬ 
bours and they should not impose Iheir 
gardens on him. 

The question is. are anarchists humani¬ 
tarian? 

Alan Albon. speaking on Sunday even¬ 
ing, discussed the quest ion of whether 
anarchists w-ere get tine too respectable, 
too conformisi, in their attitudes. The 
O.xford Dictionary, he said, connects 
respcciahiltiy svith fair social standing, 
conforming to the standards of the exist¬ 
ing society and getting general approval 
for so doing. 

To be a rebel for the sake of being a 
rebel h a sterile attitude. For the faidj 
bajanced individual the pre5.sure to con¬ 
form is strong, and only a strong sense 
of the falsencis of conformist valuer^ 
will bring him to the point of challeng¬ 
ing society. Much miser) is caused by 
arbiiraTy rules inforced in the name ol 
human happiness, either here or here¬ 
after. To live at odds will! society is 
destructive; and while Alan felt society 
was being frogmarched in Ihc wrong 
direction, he fell also that more and 
more people were getting the same un¬ 
easy feeling. Our advertising agents are 
demonstrating the puerility and futility 


of our values, plainly enough to get 
them laughed out of existence. 

Yet there are many negative forces m 
society tending to make Us acccpi affl- 
uence withoul question, which is a. great 
danger. .Alan thought the gcncml viiat- 
ity of itidividuais wav declining, in spite 
of medical statistics showmg the decine 
of this Of that disease and the decline 
trtfanl morialtty. 

’i know that many anarchists feel that 
the Health Service is doing a valuabie 
job. but il is a negative force in our 
society, and posuivc iiudres of health 
^6ch as the Peckharn Health Centre, are 
discouraged Health not the absence 
of disease, hut a measure of the L*ap:ic;;\ 
to enjoy life and the ability to put effort 
into work. lose, play and the search fc-’ 
knowledge." 

Society is tending lo develop into 
larger imtilutions. which lend to debase 
the physical and psychological basU oi 
life. Food production h more and more 
on broiler lirte^i, the emphasis on pntduc- 
tiMty rather than quality. Health m the 
physical sense can be created only by 
the application of labour to maierta!. 
but our social set-up imviKci >o nm^^h 
inconsequentiai labour that valuer im¬ 
portant to health are blurred. The 
emphasis in work is placed on the . 
ohiainahle from a particular job, rather 
than on the benefit which the individual 
and sociely may derive from the joc 
itself. 

Anarch 15u tend to denounce non¬ 
conformists in therr particular area ot 
eonformity of cranks, a term more 
accurately applied to those who pin iheir 
hope of salvation on one particular facet 
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medical supermtendent 1 

" At Baraewanath the unusual t-y 
commonplace, and vtaifing setenj^y 
renown are amaied at the mwJiipticu^ 
the diseases and their nuinifoUiifl 
which are seldom seen lut'iide 
books ' j 
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Sew Siaiesmmis diurist 
""Chajoii" raises the mterestitig 
fXiint, in connection with the leiich' 
ers pay dispute, as to wliat effective 
steps they could take lo press the 
authorities to give them the full 
amount recommended by the Bum- 
ham ComniiHee. Apart from the 
fact that teachers have no experience 
of strikes— Charon recounts that one 
teacher who helped to run the first 
school strike recently told him that 
he had to go to the builders at work 
at his school to ask how' to organise 
it! lie adds that tbe> have no 
strike funds and do not earn enough 
to have “saved individually"’. This 
is a sad commentary on the outlook 
of teachers, for even if one agreed 
that they are badly paid, there are 
millions of other workers who get 
even less than they do* and who 
have at various times engaged in 
long-darwn*out strikes. And rt 
wasn’t the strike fund which kept 
them going. As one has seen in the 
case of the big unions, strike funds 
are soon swailow^ed up. and otlier 
means have to be resorted to lo keep 
going: where the strike will 

obviously be prolonged many w^ork- 
ers get ihemseb'es odd jobs as w^ell 
as visiting ihe pawn shops. Perhaps 
this would not be considered quite 
the right tiling by teachers! 

But to come back to the question 
of the ellecliveness of strike action 
in the case of teachers, The result 


NO LOVE 
FOR SIR 


CIIAKLIIS MARTIN 
Towards a FrtM; Scxrtcly 1/6 
RUDOLF ROf 'KER 
Nationatiim and Culture 
doth II/- 

KRRJC O MALA IWFA 
Anarchy 9d, 

JOHN HEWET.SON 
111-Heulth. Poverty and the Stale 
cloth 2/6 paper I/- 

VOUNE 

Nineteen-Scveritiicii fThe Russian 
Revolution Betray^iJ dolli 12/6 
The Unknown RovoJution 
(Kronsladl 1911. Ukraine J9r»-21) 
doih 12/6 


MjtTie4*ouJiie Scjmeri Mejnorial 
C'oniniittee publkollutiit 

Mttric-Louise Derncri* l9tS-1949: 
A tribute 
doth S/- 

Journcy Through Utopia 
doth !•/- CU.S.A* $1) 


FHEEDOH PRESS PUBUCATIORS 


would be that children would stay 
at home and local authorities would 
save money? Parents might protest, 
and some would be unable to go to 
work if they had their young chil¬ 
dren on their hands. The examina- 
lion system niight be put out of 
a don temporarily but while one can 
visualise such acdon causing some 
inconvenience* it is an interesting 
rejection that a few thousand 
w'orkers in the car industry; or ai 
the docks who go on strike can do 
more to disrupt the life of the com¬ 
munity than several hundred thou¬ 
sand teachers refusing to take their 
cJ asses. 

Individually there must be many 
teachers who are loved by the chil¬ 
dren and esteemed by parents. As 
a profession however* one suspects 
that there is little real human con- 
laci between teachers and the chil¬ 
dren and parents. The teacher re¬ 
presents all-powerful auihoriiy so 
far as children are concerned, and 
most parents must feel socially and 
economically in a position of infer¬ 
iority. Most of us do not recall 
our school days with happiness: 
ven' few of us pul a foot near the 
school once we have left jl and the 
teachers one remembers warmly are 
those who in fact established a rela¬ 
tionship which transcended the 
learning of the three Rs! 

Tito employment of teachers by 
the Siute, in fact the centralisation of 
education in the hand,? of the State 
(the fact I hat local authorities are 
financially responsible is much more 
a matter of bookkeeping than evi¬ 
dence of decentralisation) leads to 
this lack of any kind of human reb- 
lionship between teacher, children 
and parents. Ideally schools should 
be an iniimute pun of a Community 
life. (This writer recollecis that not 
only did at least half of the boys at 
his school in London* live more 
than five miles from the school, but 
that apart from the headmaster who 
had a house attached to the school, 
not one of the teachers lived h>caily j. 

Surely the problem is that educa¬ 
tion is one of the essential services 
of a civilised society which should 


be the responsibility of the pctiple 
and not of the State. The pioneers 
of compulsory education were well 
in ten tioned people who fell that 
child-lahour was on evil thing* that 
most working class parents were 
neither interested in schooling for 
their children, nor could they afford 
to feed them longer than was abso¬ 
lutely necessary, and that therefore 
only by pressing for legislation 
would children be kept away from 
the sweat-shops and be given some 
schooling io spite of their parents. 
Their pressure was directed lo gov¬ 
ernment and not the parents; and 
governments, once the principle of 
compulsory education was estab¬ 
lished carried out its task like a 
military operation (we are thinking 
of the remark of a French Minister 
of Education to a visitor as he took 
out his wratcb : ‘"Monsieur. I can teil 
you what e\'er>' child in France is 
learning at this moment'—or words 
to that effect IX 

Times have changed* at least in 
the technically advanced countries, 
and education need not represent a 
luxury which must be got through 
as quickly as possible. Yet in fact 
il is more than ever geared to econo¬ 
mic and political ends, with the 
State exerting a more powerful grip 
on the organisation and finances trf 
education. “Higher cduealion'*— 
v^hich means specialised, technical 
and scientific education—is avaibbk 
to more young people than e\er. 
but for those who donT make ihe 
grade ai an early age. schools are 
provided—naturaily , for compulsory 
education is the law!—but when 
these children leave can it be said 
that wbui they have been taught 
w ill do more than lit them to lake a 
dreary job? What interests ha.s 
schooling aroused in the world 
around them? What doubis has 
schooling raised in their minds'* 

W hat intellectual curiosity has been 
awakened? 

The living proof of the failure of 
education* is the world we life in. 
And the teaching profession as a 
whole must accept a large share of 
the blame since il has accepted its 
role as the mouthpiece of ct:jnforni- 
ity and orthodoxy without more 
than a murmur of revolL They can 
hardly be surprised therefore* when 
they threaten militancy over pay 
claims, that there is no wave of 
sympathy and suppon from grateful 
former pupils and from panmts 
LiBERTARfAN. 
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